Revelations and Testimonies about Our Lord's Dispensation is one of a number of Syriac texts with apocalyptic content produced at the end of the seventh century ad and afterwards. Up to now, the text is unpublished and has never been studied. As I am planning an edition of the text with Alain Desreumaux, I have made a first attempt at analysing it; it is the result of this preliminary inquiry that I present here. Testimonies, as I am going to call the text, is anonymous, without date or indication of the place of composition. We are thus compelled to seek internal arguments that will allow us to situate the text in place and time.
The two manuscripts contain the same texts in the same order, except that the Vatican manuscript contains two additional elements before a first colophon. Its scribe later resumed his work of copying in three stages, probably using a different manuscript as model each time, at the request of and on behalf of different people (one of whom is mentioned in the second colophon). The manuscripts were copied just a few years apart, in Iraq, in the same East-Syrian script. This could mean that they copied the same exemplar, but the variant readings in the titles of the different pieces as well as the slight differences regarding Testimonies point to two different ancestors. This
